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w°\° Of Britons claim to be “concerned”

about the environment
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| think the Earth is going to get rid ¢
large number of us quite soon”
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ECO-FRIENDLY | The bath

YOUR ECO-FRIENDLY HOME IN 2106

JOHN DUNNE
forthelondonpaper

THIS iswhat the average semi-
detached house wilklook like
ina 2106, a top architect has
predicted.

The eco-friendly homesare
mini powerstationsrunwith
energy from the sun and
wind. A local power grid
couldalsobesetupto provide
any surplus energy to the
community. :

The predictions by multi-
national design firm Arup
include bathrooms which
recycle water, solar panels
and gas-filled triple-glazed
windows.

Simon Reddy, policy direc-
tor of Greenpeace, welcomed
the environmentally-friendly
designs, buturged people to
save energy now rather than
wait 100years.

He advised homeowners
to fit lagging in their lofts,

have double-glazedwindows,

getcavitywallinsulationand
useenergy-saving lightbulbs
before they start thinking
aboutsolar panels.

“The starting point should
be reducing the energy de-
mands of existing buildings
by making them as energy
efficientas possible,” he said.

“Ifyou takea Victorian ter-
raced house that leaks heat
thelast thingyouwanttodo
isstartmakingenergyonthe

A window on th

We
should be
reducing energy
demands of
existing
buildings”
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roof” In contrast, next cent-
ury’ssemiwould have insula-
tion which automatically

adjusts to control the heat

indoors.

Walls will be moveable to
allow rooms to change size
according to the changing
needs of the occupants.

Roofgardens will also be- -

come commonplaceasaway
of savingland,and some ver-
sionswill be builton stiltsif
they are in areas prone to
flooding. -

With the removal of stamp
dutyon green homes, Arup is

- commissioned the designt

predictingits design will
come the norm. Aspokesmat
for Zurich Insurance, whid

said: “History shows thatw
can’t predict the future witl
absolute certainty, butwec
prepareforit.

“Through this study
have tried to imagine ho
changes in our environmel
and workingand social i
may impact the types|
homeswe'll live in."

EBOLA VIRUS KILLS 5,000

Gorl
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SCIENTISTS believe more than
5,000 gorillas in Africa have
been killed by the Ebola virus
inthe past fouryears.

They have warned thatthe
world’slargestapeissuffering
such adramatic fall in popu-
lation it could soon become
extinct,according to reports

+

as dyin

in the journal Science. The lat-

.eststudiesin Congo prove for

the first time thatthereis di-
rect transmission of Ebola,
oneofthe deadliestinfectious

‘agents, from one ape to an-

other. The disease has previ-
ously infected humans.in
Gabonand Congo.
Magdalena Bermejo, of
the conservation group Eco-
systémes Forestiers dAfrique

g out

Centrale, based in Gabon,
said: “During each human
outbreak, carcasses of west-
ern gorillasand chimpanzees
have been found in neigh-
bouring forests.”

. Thescale of the virus is
shown by the deathtollofthe
group DrBermejowas study-

“inginCongo. Duringa four-

month period in 2003, 130
outof143 gorillashad died.
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